1914]     THE   BATTLE   JOINED   IN   THE   WEST

There was general agreement that the existence
of new factors made war a venture into the unknown.
Perhaps the chief of these factors was the vast
numbers now destined for the battlefield. It was the
first instance in history of large bodies of men
operating in a closely settled country ; it would not
be easy to find the wide and open battlefield which
it was believed that great masses of men would
require. For it was almost universally assumed that
the coming war would be a war of movement and
manoeuvre. The principal reason for this view was
that men's minds could not envisage the long con-
tinuance of a struggle in which the whole assets of
each nation were so utterly pledged. It was believed,
too, that modern numbers and modern weapons
would make the struggle most desperate but also
short, since flesh and blood must soon be brought
to the breaking-point. Such a view was possible,
because no belligerent had recognized the immense
relative increase of strength given by modern
weapons to the defence over the attack. Of the
impregnability of field entrenchments no combatant
was aware till the third month of war.

The gravest of the new problems was scarcely
grasped at the outset. What provision could be
made for the Supreme Command ? Obviously, even
in the case of the army of a single nation, the task
of the commander-in-chief would be most intricate.
But what of the superior direction of the whole
Allied strength ? There would be national pride to
reckon with, and diverse political interests ; different
Staff methods; different, perhaps conflicting, theories
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